External carotid artery ligation for life-threatening hemorrhage in exsanguinating orbital facial congenital hemangiopericytoma.
A 7-week-old infant with a locally invasive, orbital, congenital hemangiopericytoma underwent emergency external carotid artery (ECA) ligation for exsanguinating hemorrhage from an intraoral biopsy site. ECA ligation was successful in controlling the life-threatening hemorrhage and in reducing tumor size and vascularity. The location and extensive nature of the tumor prevented primary excision. Preoperative adjuvant chemotherapy was unsuccessful in controlling tumor growth. After ECA ligation, with reduction in tumor bulk and blood supply, the tumor was radically excised. This technique has important implications in the management of patients with extensive hemangiopericytomas or sino-facial tumors previously regarded as unresectable and which present with life-threatening hemorrhage.